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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT 


Report on the Health of the Dqstrict for the Year 1969. 


Perot .6 c-e 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I present herewith the Report on the Health of the District during 
1969, drawn up along the lines suggested in Departmmt of Health & 
Social Security Circular 1/69, deted January,1970. Included in the 
Report is the Report of your Public Health nspector. 


There were 33 births giving « Standardised Hate of 17.4 per thousend 
population, which is above the Nationel Averegc of 16.3. Deaths dropped 
to 32 giving a Rate of 9.lwhich is well below the National Average of 11.9. 
There wac one infant death due to a congenital defect. 


Diseases of the heart and circulation drovped to 37.5% of the total 
deaths (68% in 1968) and Cencer showed an increase from 14° in 1968 to 
31.2% in 1969. Diseases of the lungs accounted for 12.5 of the deaths 
an increase over the previous year. The majority of deaths occurred aftcr 
the age of 65 years. 


During the year progress was achieved in connection with improvement 
of the sewerage system and functioning of the Kilbury Sewage Treetment 
Works. The Council has installed modern chlorination epperatus at the 
swimming pool. 


Again I wish to thank all Mumbers of the Council and staff for their 
help end co-operation during the year. 


John W31dman. 


Medical. Officer of Health. 


July, 197. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 1969. 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 
John Wildman, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.He 


DEPUTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 


Mary E. Budding, M.B., B.Ch., B.Se., D.P.H. 


PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR (Also Surveyor). 


G.T.W.Allen, F.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I. 
Council Offices, 
Town Hall, 
Buckfastleigh. Tel. Buckfastleigh 2435. 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTED. 
Chairmen Councillor Revd. J.W.Timms, C.C. 
Chairman of the Council Councillor A.W. Thompson,J.P. 


and 


Miss F.M.Axford, Messrs. S.C.J.Geffin, P.J.Lee, K.J.Setters, 
and Dr. E.0 Tronside. 


M.O.H.Central Office. Area No.5 ~- South West Devon, 
Public Heslth Department, 
Council Offices, 
8,Plymbridge Rd., 
Pin, Plymouth. Tel. Plymouth 36644. 


M.O.H.Clerk, Miss G. Prowse. Tel. Plymouth 36644. 


LeHet ast (dL 


he A Pati Pn 
my > - \ 


«0,0 ,somtT.Wit .bvell tofLieasod 
{.l,ao0nquodT .W.A ToL tostvo0) 
bas 


<aTodso&.l.Hi .201,.4.F wetlod. bi0s8 .oeanoll 
-obiusort.0.3 .20 ban 


foveal deoW digoe = Zo setA 

vi comtrages it Ivo obfdet 

eens Lf imar0d 

- > yebil ogb £9,8 

DOE As vomylt oR avin 


oh. 7 T-O-n-—A, 


VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1969. 
Table l. 


Figures for 1968 are shown in brackets. 


POPULATION: 


Estimeted Mid-Year Population of Buckfastleigh Urban District. 


2,510 (2,510) 


Natural increase or decrease «see eee +1 (+ 9) 
Migration in or out seat ame sl (-. 29) 
Total increase or decrease Fak > cela Nil (- 2) 
Population at 1961 Census eee eee eee 25 558 


GENERAL STATISTICS: 
Area of Buckfastleish Urben District in Acres. 


1,365 
Number of Inhabited Houses according to Rate Books (lst Avril). 


1,034 (1, 025) 


Number of Houses per acre is ese, egos —(0.751) 
Number of Persons per acre oe” wes > pled (1,840) 
Nunber of Persons per house ae. awl 2.428 (2,449) 
Dwellings owned by the Council ... eee ee 396 


Rateable Value of District (1st April) é 
£103,318 (£100,638) 
Sum Represented by a Penny Rate. 


£395 (£395) 
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VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1969. 


Table 2. 


Figures for 1968 are shown in brackets. 


BIRTHS: 


Standardised Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population ... 17.4 (18.5) 


Area Comparability Factor for Births ... 


Number of Live Births 


eee 


Males Females 


Total 1. A Ly 
Legitimate 18 12 
Illegitimate 4 0. 
Number of Still Births 0 0 


DEATHS: 
Stendardised Death Rate per 1,000 Population 
Area Comparability Factor for Deaths eee 


Number of Deaths 


Males Females 

All Ages - Total Fabs} 9 

Deaths of Infants under 1 yr. i 0) 
Number under 4 weeks of age 1 0 
Number under 1 week of age 0 0) 


Infantile Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births 


COMPARISON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES: 


Birth Rate 16.3% (16.9) 
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eeu. 72 (0.75) 


Total 
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Death Rate 11.9 (11.9) 


Infantile Mortality Rate 18.0 (18.0) 
(Infants under 1 year of age) 
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


One case of MALARIA,in a soldier 26 yrs. of age, was reported 
during the last quarter of the year. The disease was contracted in 


Singapore. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948. 
Section 47 - No statutory action was necessary for the removal of 


persons in need of care and attention. 


Section 59 - No burials took place under this Section of the Act. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 1969. 


ALL CAUSES eee ees ee 


B19(1) Malignant Neoplasn, 
B19(3) Malignant Neoplasm, 
B19(4) Malignant Neoplasm, 


B19(6) Malignant Neoplasm, 


Buccal Cavity etc. 
Stomach eee eee 
ERGESEING sac sae 


Lung, Bronchus ... 


B19(7) Malignant Neoplasm, Breast eee wes 
B19(12) Other Melignant Neoplasns APeSagse- 0 
B2O Benign and unspecified Neoplasms ... ... 
Bel Diabetes Mellitus eee ey eee 
B28 Ischaemic Heart Disease ... o+e eee 
B29 Other forms of Heart Disease sae eee 
B46(5) Other Diseases of Circulatory systen... 
B42 Pneumonia... ooo eee eee eee eee 
B33(1) Bronchitis ond Emphysema... .e. oes 
B46(7) Other Diseases of Digestive System ... 
B42 Congenital Anomalies ... «es ceo coo 
B45 Symptoms and ill Defined Conditions aes 


BESS All Other Accidemts ... cee coo evs 
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SECTION B. 
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES. 


1. Hosvitals. 


A general prectitioner hosnital with 15 mixed medical and surgical 
beds is situated in Ashburton. Other hospitals which serve the district 
are Newton Abbot Hospital and Torbay Hospital. There is a maternity 
unit at Broomborough Hospital, Totnes, to which many of the Buckfastleigh 
mothers are admitted for thcir confinenm*<. 


2. County Council Health Services. 


Under the National Health Services Act, 1946, the County Council 
provides the following services:- 


Domiciliary midwives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory 

care of expectant and nursing mothers and childrmn under five, 

ambulance services, vaccination and immunisation procedures, 
home help services, and the after care of such persons. 


One district nurse /midwife works in the district together with a 
health visitor and o nursing assistant. A child welfare clinic is held 
twice a month and the health visitor for the zrea is in attendance . 
The Home Help Service is provided by the County Council and the local 
Organiser, Mrs. Clarke, hes her office at the Family Welfare Centre 
Pomeroy House, Bridgetown, Totnes. Telephone Totnes 266%. 


3. Laboratory Service. 


Bacterioloszical examinations of puthological specimens and samples 
of milk, water ond ice cream are carried out at the Public Health 
Laboratories at Exetcr and Plymouth. The chemical cnalysis of water is 
undert:ken by public analysts at Exeter. 


4. Health Centre. 
This was opened in May, 1966, cnd provides surgery accommodetion 


and clerical help for two Geral !edical Practitioners as well as 
clinic facilities for Devon County Council Services. 
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5. Mass Miniature Radiography. 


Facilities were available at Totnes and Newton Abbot for the 
general public to visit the Hass Rediography Unit, which called regularly. 
every fortnight at thosctowns. 


6. Mentel Health. 


frrengenents for treatment under the Mental Health Act, 1959, 
cen be made either by the patient's ow doctor or by the Mental Welfare 
Officer at the Family Welfare Ctre, Pomeroy House, Bridgetown, Totnes. 
Telephone Totnes 35%44. 


7. Fomily Planning Service. 


A clinic is held at the Adult Education Centre, Shinners Bridge, 
Dartington, on the third Tuesday afternoon of alternate months beginning 
in January of cach year. Appointments can be made by the Appointments 
Secretcry, Family Plenning Association, 4, Barnfield Hill, Exeter. 
Telephone Exeter 76892 (on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridcys). 


8. Cervical Cytology. 


A cervical cytology clinic for the early detection of cancer in 
women is held once a month at the Buckfastleigh Health Centre, Telephone 
Buckfastleigh 2544. All women between the age of 3 and & years of 
age are eligible to apply for a test. 


9. Meals on Wheels. 


This voluntery service continued throughout the year and between 
6 end 12 meals on average were provided twice a weck. The meals were 
cooked at Buckfast Abbey, due to the gencrosity of the Abbot. Twenty 
Volunteer Helpers distributed the meals under their Organiser, Miss 
P.S.K.Davies (Buckfastleigh 2592). 
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SECTION C. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA, 


1. Refuse. 


During the holidey season it has been found necessary to increase 
the time allocated to collection by half a day. On the domestic side 
there is a greater amount, and a greater variety of rubbish put out, 
some of which, years ago, would have found its way to the second-hand 
market. 


2. Sewage Disposal. 


The Works have given a slightly better performance than last year 
which in turn has increased the amount of sludge to be disposed of, 
but we have been fortunate in securing a local farmer to take the 
majority of it, and moreover to take it in liquid form,which of course 
relieves the pressure on the drying beds. 


3. Sewerage. 


Following on the T.V. survey of the sewers made last year, the 
"lost" manholes that were discovered have been built up where necessary, 
and the old stone slsb covers have been replaced by proper covers and 
frames. Oyr Consulting Engineers, Messrs. Harvey,McGill & Hayes, have 
surveyed new routes for some of the defective sewers and have also 
prepered a Schene to relieve, and also duplicate, the Blackrock syphon. 


4, Carevans. 


The are two licensed csravan istes in the district, one of which 
is owned by the Council. Both are well run anc managed. The Council 
site however is restricted to touring caravans,whereas the private 
site is a residential one. 


5. Factories. (See also Section F,). 


This Local Authority is responsible for enforcing the orovisions 
in the Factories Act, 1961, relating to sanitary conveniences, and the 
Regulations made in connection with these, in ell factories. The 
District Council is slso responsible for enforcing the provisions of the 
Act dealing with cleanliness, overcrowding, temperature, ventilation, 
and drainage of floors, in all factories not using mechanical power. 


Part 8 of the Factorics Act, 1961, deals with home work and the 
provisions relating to this are enforced by the District Council. 
There are no outworkers in the town. 
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6. Swimming Pool. 


This amenity to the Town continues to be very popular. A 
continuous chlorination plant by Messrs. Wallace & Tiernan was installed 
at the end of the season but, although tested mechanically, it was not 
brought into use. The plant will re—circulate and chlorinate the 
contents of the bath (,000 gallons) every six hours. 


7+ Rodent Control. No large scale infestations of rets or mice have been 
reported, such cases that have been reported have all been small, and 
in individual premises. 


8. Pest Control. The seme ranarks as last year still apply but a new 
development occurred during the year. Wild mink were seen in one of the 
brooks in the Town, and dead kittens end chickens on the banks were 
attributed to the activities of this enimal. The facts were reported to 
the local Officer of the Ministry ofAgriculture. 


9. Water. 


Water is supplied by the South West Devon Water Board. It is upland 
surface water collected on Dartmoor, reaching the district by gravity 
from a large storage reservoir, The water is chlorinated, and hardened 
by adding soda ash. The treated water is not plumbo-solvent. 


The South West Devon Water Boerd carry out bacteriological 
examinations at regular intervals. No contamination of the water has 
been reported. The quality ond quantity of the water wes satisfactory 
throughout the year. 


10. Offices, Shops & Railway Premises Act, 196%. 


The total number of premises affected is only 4, end, apart from 
the offices, other premises are being inspected under other Acts. 


No chenges, other then personnel, took place during the year under 


review. All conditions were again found to be satisfactory according 
to the Act. 
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SECTION  D. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


1. Food Premises. 
There were 46 food premises operating in the district during the 
year, end this figure includes 16 cafes, hotels and restaurants, and ® 


retail food shops. All were visited and found to be well-managed and 
clean. 


2. Food Hygiene. 


The high standard of hygiene by all food hendlers is being 
maintained. 


3. Unsound Food. 


A small guantity of tinned food was surrendered, again apparently 
due to bad warehousing. 


4. Meat Inspection. 
Meat Inspection was carried out as in previous years. 


Two slaughterhouses cater for the district. The following is a 
table showing the meat inspected end the quantity condemed:- 


Sheep & 

Cattle Calves Lambe’ Pigs Total 
No. killed 2 2 256 - 410 
No. inspected 152 2 256 - 410 
No. of emtire 
carcases condemned - - - - ~ 
No. of carcases of 
which some part 
was condemned 4 - - ~ 4 


Liver flukes continue to be the main cause of the partial 
condemnations. 
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SECTION EE. 
HOUSING. 


1. General. 


Of the 1,044 inhabited houses in the district 396 were owned by 
the Council. 


The Council avproved a Scheme for the erection of two blocks of 
flats on the 01d Vicarage Site at Glebelands, for 28 units of 
accommodation, and instructed Edward Narracott & Partner, F/A.R.I.B.A. 
to prepare the plans. 


2. Housing Survey. 


Thanks to the very comprehensive survey of 1963/4 the work in this 
field is almost reduced to re-visits due to changes of tenancies, and 
requests for inspections with a view to obtaining improvement grants. 


4. Improvement Grants. 


Improvement grants were approved in respect of 11 properties in 
the Town. 
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SECTION F. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961. 


The following is a summary of informetion recuired in respect of 
the year 1969. A totcl of $4 insvections was mede in respect of 33 
eremises listed in the Factories Register. 


Part 1. of the Act. 
1. Insvections for ournposes of vrovisions as to health. 


(i) Factories without Mechanical Power. 
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6). 


Number on Register ... eos jae Ve 
Inspections ee2o eee aoe ese 2 
Writtm Notices eee eee cae 0 
Occupiers vrosecuted ... eae jc. © 
(ii) Factories with Mechanical Power. 
(Section 7). 
Number on Register .4. ces eos 20 
Inspections see 1 ae eoe AL 
Written Notices eee coe see 0 
Occupiers prosecuted oe. eee gus) 


(iii) Other Pranises under the Act, 
(Section 7) 
(Electric Stations, Institutions, Sites of Byilding 
Operations, Works of Engineering Construction, but 
excluding Outworkers' Premises). 


Number on Register... eee eee 


Inspections eee eee eoe eee 5L 
Writt@m Notices eee eee aoe 0 
Occupniers prosecuted ... ove cas 8 


2. Cases in which Defects were found. 


See table overleaf. 
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2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found. 


Particulars 


een =. 


Want of cleanliness 
(3.1.) 


Overcrowding (S.2.) 


Unreasonable temp. 


(S.3.) 


Inadequate ventilation 
(S.4.) 


Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6.) 


Sanitary conveniences 
(S.7.) 

a) Insufficient 

b) Unsuitable or 
defective 

c) Not separate for 
sexes 


Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating 

to outwork) 


Total 


| 


Number of cases in which 
defects were found 


Referred 


Found 


aL 5 


Number of 
| cases in 
which 
prosecutions 
were nade 
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PART WITT OF THE ACT. 


OUTWORK. 


(Sections 14% and 134) 


=. 
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Nature of 
work, 


Section 133 Section 144 


Me.-0f | No. of No. of No. of Notices | Prose 
out- cases of| prosec—- | instances] served cutions 
workers | default utions of work 

in in for in un- 

August sending failure | wholesome 

list list to to premises 

recuirced| the suonly 

by Sec. | Council lists 

133(1) 

(c) 


(1) (2) (3) 


Wearing 
apparel 
(making) 


-16- 


5 eh ME apn 


Sef mottoed 
~enord | esoboll to .of 
OBI yo bortee | noomesaal 
Miow to 
wt mt 
| umes Lorw 
) 608 Imat¢ 


